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Preface

The study examines the prospects of the rise of a democratic developmental
state in Latin American, African and Asian countries, which are collectively referred
to in this work as the ‘South’. Within this context, it analyses unresolved critical
issues in the state-development discourse such as the re-conceptualization of the
developmental state, democratization, elections, embeddedness, indigenous
entrepreneurial class, political parties and South-South cooperation. It looks into
the need to re-centre the state into the development process of the Southern
countries after over twenty-five years of  neo-liberal policies and economic reforms
that, rather than transform, have sunk their economies into deeper political, social
and economic crises. It argues that the capacity of  a state to overcome the market
and democratic deficits resides with its democratic credentials. It suggests strategies
that could lead to the emergence of the democratic developmental state (DDS)
in the global South.

The study is structured into nine chapters. Chapter One introduces and sets
the theoretical contexts for the work, paying attention to the limits of neo-liberal
assertions, the conceptualization of the developmental state and the need for its
re-think in the form of  a democratic developmental state. It establishes a
comparative paradigm and clarifies unsettled conceptual issues in the work. The
theoretical debates on the DDS continue into Chapters Two and Three.

Within the agent-structure framework, Chapter Two advances an alternative
theoretical construct to deepen the understanding and plausibility of  the DDS.
Within this context, it analyzes the state’s choice of  policy, its receptivity and non-
receptivity, its capacity and incapacity to adapt to change, drawing on the experiences
of  South Korea, Taiwan and Malaysia. The strength of  the framework resides
with its dialectics, as it furthers the understanding of  the state’s economic change.

Chapter Three deconstructs the DDS by problematizing blocked
democratization in the development and political processes and the implications
for the rise of the developmental state. It elaborates on this with the crisis of
democratization and the political parties in Nigeria and South Korea. It defines
the DDS in the context of  political leadership. The Chapter suggests strategies
that could lead to the re-creation of  the developmental state in both countries.
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Chapter Four examines the opportunities available to democratic regimes and
the threats they are faced with in Latin American countries. It compares and
contrasts the political leadership, economic reform and party system in Venezuela
and Mexico, taking cognizance of  the consequences for democratic consolidation,
halting drug trafficking and national as well as regional insecurity. It argues that
democracy can hardly be achieved without the citizens in the sub-region, pointing
out the need for a strong political leadership, party system and democratization if
the developmental state is to emerge.

Chapter Five establishes theoretical and empirical framework that links electoral
democracy and poverty reduction in Cameroon and Burkina Faso. Within this
construct, it reviews the status of electoral democracy in both countries, pointing
out four theoretical issues that political elite should note regarding voting theory,
the theory of interest groups, debt and political behaviour and the theory of
bureaucracy. It formulates quantitative general and specific models for examining
electoral democracy and poverty reduction. It shows that the ballot box is crucial
for the emergence of democracy and the DDS in Africa.

Chapter Six examines how the Indian state adapted its tradition and history to
formulate its national goals of  modernization and overall development of  the
country since it attained political independence in 1947. It discusses the features
of  the developmental state, but not of  the DDS, that are exhibited by the Indian
state. The Chapter looks into the mix of  the state-market relations. It analyses
how India’s policy of  non-alignment helped the state to construct its own path to
social, political and economic development and as well as assisted India to access
economic and technological assistance from the Western and Eastern blocs. It
suggests that while the experience of  the Indian state with development holds
out useful lessons for other Third World countries, there is the need for the
political leaderships to guide against a blanket approach to the state because of
their different historical, economic and cultural backgrounds.

Chapter Seven looks at the need to formulate an inclusive development strategy
that embeds the state with business. It contends that a virile local business class is
a major condition for the rise of the democratic developmental state in the South.
Within this context, it compares and contrasts the efforts of the Malaysian state
and its counterpart in the post-apartheid South Africa in creating and nurturing an
indigenous entrepreneurial class that will partner with the state in the development
process of  both countries. The Chapter discusses the institutions and their internal
characteristics and role of the state in creating the local entrepreneurial class in the
development of  these countries. It demonstrates that even though the efforts of
the states in Malaysia and South Africa in nurturing domestic business groups
with which they enter partnerships are yielding some positive results, the state
remains authoritarian in both countries.
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Chapter Eight examines the utility of the framework of the South-South
Cooperation for facilitating the rise of the DDS in the South. It explains how
Cuba took advantage of  the South-South framework to market the country’s
huge medical expertise and drugs as it established cooperation across the
developing countries such as Indonesia, Pakistan, India, Nigeria, Brazil and China.
It suggests new research areas that will facilitate such cooperation between and
among the Southern countries. Chapter Nine is the conclusion and it summarizes
the prescriptions that could lead to rise of the democratic and developmental
state in the South.

The intention of the authors is that the work helps to advance and deepen the
understanding of the developmental state. The contributors sincerely hope that it
will provoke more constructive thinking and researches on the strategies for
overcoming the development predicaments of  the global South of  today.

                   Daniel A. Omoweh
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