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T
his chapter sets out the Report’s framework for how countries 

escape the vicious cycle of fragility and move toward a virtu-

ous cycle of confi dence-building and institutional transfor-

mation, especially in the areas of citizen security, justice, and jobs. 

The framework is presented as an expanding spiral because these 

processes repeat over time as countries enter and exit multiple 

transition moments. Even as one set of immediate priorities is 

resolved, other risks emerge and require a repeated cycle of action 

to bolster institutional resilience. This process takes at least a 

generation. Societies undertaking this endeavor face a legacy of 

pervasive and enduring mistrust, which makes collective action to 

address challenges or provide public goods so diffi  cult. Outsiders 

cannot restore confi dence and transform institutions for countries 

because these processes are domestic and must be nationally led. 

But to help countries restore peace and reduce regional and global 

instability, international actors can provide external support and 

incentives and help reduce external stresses. 


